
 

 

 

The Pilgrims made seven times more graves than huts. No Americans have been more impoverished 
than these who, nevertheless, set aside a day of thanksgiving.  
                                                                                                                                                             ~H.U. Westermayer 

Dear Members of our Middle School Family,  
 
As autumn’s weather chills and the leaves transform, I begin to look forward 
to my favorite family holiday of Thanksgiving. The holiday holds affectionate 
memories for me.   Even today, a sense of warmth flows over me as I recall 
sitting in front of my black-and-white television on Thanksgiving morning 
watching Laurel and Hardy’s March of the Wooden Soldiers on Channel 11 as 
the aroma of baking turkey and sweet potatoes filled our home. Then, as the 
later afternoon approached, my extended family members would start 
arriving, and we would eventually gather around the dining room table and 
share the latest news. I so vividly recall at the start of every Thanksgiving 
meal, how my father would express his gratitude that we all live in a land of 
liberty where we could enjoy such a feast.  I remember all of us sharing the 
prayer on Thanksgiving Day that America may always stay bountiful, strong 
and free.   
 
As E. P. Powel wrote, “Thanksgiving Day is a jewel, to set in the hearts of 
honest men; but be careful that you do not take the day, and leave out the 
gratitude.”  Thanksgiving Day is not a day about sales events in shopping 
malls or football. Nor, should it just be about feasts of turkey and deserts. 
Thanksgiving Day is for reflection on the bounty we have been given and for 
taking some time to be grateful. It is a day for family and 
togetherness….taking the time for creating traditions for the things that truly 
matter. Fifty years from now, when an older generation has past, as our 
children think back on the Thanksgiving traditions we have passed on to 
them, how do we want them to remember Thanksgiving? We should always 
remember that the traditions and memories of our childhood warm us in our 
later years.  
 
Please accept my warmest wishes at the start of the holiday season. I hope you 
have a wonderful Thanksgiving Day filled with the bounty of the season.  
 
With warmest regards, 
Peter Osroff, Principal 
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Handling the Transition to Common Core 

Math in Grade 6 

 “Change is such hard work." - Billy Crystal  

Dear Parents of 6th Grade Students,  

 

We thought that it may be worthwhile to hear directly from us - to know that we understand at homework time that 

there may be evenings when you are feeling a bit frustrated with your inability to help your own child with her math 

homework. As a typical parent, you may even start questioning your own ability to do elementary and middle school 

math when your child tells you that the way you solve equations is just wrong. Should you be concerned? No. Still, we 

wish to take this opportunity to reassure you that you are not the only parent who feels this way at times.  We are all go-

ing through the change of the Common Core...a change in curriculum, approach and technique. Our shared challenge has 

been that the State has required the Common Core to be introduced midstream in all grades; therefore, our 6th grade 

students have found the transition particularly challenging as they initially learned math with the older State curriculum, 

and now we are requiring them to use the Common Core approach. They will do fine, but the Common Core conceptual 

approaches and techniques in math are very different than what was taught to them before.  

 

Our students always do fine. We have wonderful teachers here with proven records of success. Your children are in good 

hands, and we are here for you during this period of adjustment. We understand these significant changes in math are not 

without angst for our students and parents. However, please remember that we had a highly successful introduction last 

year and that this is our second year of teaching the Common Core Mathematics curriculum. Our school’s results were 

comparatively very strong on Long Island. Still, even with the change to the Common Core, most of the 6th grade math 

curriculum content is the same as it has been for decades. The significant change is in the delivery approach which takes a 

discovery-based perspective. Skills continue to be honed through practice and experience. The basic facts have not 

changed, but some of the instructional procedures have. We have also introduced a new common core textbook that has a 

rich collection of on-line supports which should be increasingly available. Students and parents can access on-line model 

problems and demonstrations. We will inform you when this service is fully operational. Since it is ordinary for parents in 

this community to assist their children with the development and practice of their math studies, the on-line resources that 

companion our text will be helpful tools.  

 

Let us empower our students to seek help when needed, to navigate the system, to help lead them to approach their 

teacher or guidance counselor when they feel overwhelmed.  We hope that our email comes at a helpful time. We will 

make it through one day at a time and with lots of support and guidance from a very empathetic faculty and staff.  

 

Warmly,  

Dr. Peter Osroff, Principal; Mrs. Gina Christel, District Director of Guidance; Mr. Stuart Dods, Coordinator of Math  



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

NOVEMBER 
 

November 4 

Parent/Teacher  

Conferences 

6:30-8:30 PM 

 

November 5 

Election Day 

No Classes 

 

Parent/Teacher  

Conferences 

9:00– 12 NOON 

 

November 6 

Sports Meeting 

All Winter  1 Athletes 

3:20 PM 

 

End of Quarter 1 

 

November 11 

Veteran’s Day 

No Classes 

 

November 13 

Board of Ed Mtg. 

8: 15 PM 

 

November 14 

PTA Meeting 

9:30 AM 

 

November 15 

Grade 7 Party 

 

7:00-8:30 PM 

 

November 23 

PTA Sportswear Pick Up 

12:30-4:30 PM @GCHS 

 

November 28-29 

Thanksgiving Recess 

No Classes 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES  

 Students will be assigned to lunch detention (20 minutes) upon their third unexcused 

lateness to school within a marking quarter. Detention will be served the same day as the third 

lateness to school. Please make every effort to arrive to school on time. Remember, lateness to 

school disrupts your child’s education and the education of other children. 

 The telephone number to report absences and lateness is 478-3009. You can reach the 

number at any time; the machine is always on. Education Law permits an excused absence or tar-

diness for the following reasons only: sickness or death in 

family, impassable roads or weather, religious observance, 

school-supervised trips, and required presence in court. Ab-

sence or tardiness for any other reason is considered unex-

cused. Parents are requested to advise the school of a child’s 

absence or lateness by telephoning the school before 9:00 

a.m. The school will telephone the homes of any unreported 

absences after 9:00 a.m. When picking up your child early 

from school, please sign him or her out from the attendance 

office which is located next to the nurse’s office.  

ARRIVAL AND DISMISAL  

 For safety reasons, car entry onto school grounds will only be through the Stewart Ave-

nue entrance. After the dismissal of buses, cars may pull up to the sidewalk of the Middle School  

Library/Cafeteria entrance for the pick-up of students. In addition, parents must refrain from   

parking/standing on both sides of the Flag Pole Circle during arrival and dismal times in order for 

traffic to flow consistently. Parents must remain in their cars. We appreciate your cooperation in 

keeping our children safe.  

PARENT PORTAL 

 Parents who have provided the district with their email address, may access their child’s 

information through the School Tool Parent Portal in two ways. You can either go to http://

schooltool.gcufsd.net or go to the district page http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us and 

click on the link “For Parents.”  

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB  

 Please remember that your child's homework assignments are available on teacher web 

pages. If your child is ill for more than three school days, all requests for worksheets or class 

work must be made through the guidance office (478-3020). Please use the web for homework 

assignments or have your child contact a classmate for absences of 

three days or less. In the instance of any absence, parents and stu-

dents should not email teachers directly to gather assignments. This 

request can only be made through the guidance office.  



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

NO DROP-OFF or DELIVERY of COMMERICAL FOOD or DRINK 

 During school hours, please do not drop off, or have delivered, commercial food or drinks for students. We will not allow 

delivery of these products to students. Thank you for your assistance. 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

 As specified in the student contract, all electronic devices, including cell phones and all types of cameras 

should be kept in the student’s locked locker throughout the regular school day. Using a camera or a cell phone 

without prior permission is prohibited and will be viewed as a serious disciplinary violation subject to conse-

quence.  

EMAIL COMMUNICATION  

 Email is a wonderful communication tool for parents and school personnel. However, as fast as it is, it 

cannot take the place of conversation on the phone or in person. Additionally, too often emails are sent in the 

heat of the moment and therefore may not assist with a healthy exchange of information. If you are upset, it is 

better to wait an hour before clicking on that send button. Moreover, it is at times easy to misinterpret the 

"voice" of the writer and misunderstandings may result. We all need to keep emails polite, professional, suc-

cinct and reasonable in number. Of course, we welcome your communication outreaches to us in all formats, 

since, after all, we are all focused on one fundamental goal: helping our children succeed.  

MUSIC LESSONS  

 Music lessons in band, chorus and orchestra have begun.  A great deal of the success of the music program is the result of 

students having the opportunity to work in small groups with a music teacher.  This element of the music program allows the teacher 

to address individual problems common to beginning musicianship, such as adolescent vocal development, or specific issues with dif-

ferent instruments, which cannot be addressed in the context of the large music classroom setting.   

Please be aware of the following information regarding lessons: 

 

1. Although classroom teachers are given lesson schedules, on the day of a  lesson (or the day before if possible) the student should 

inform the teacher that he/she will be attending a lesson so that the classroom teacher can take accurate attendance and so that 

the student can get any assignments. 

2. If the student has a test or quiz, the student should remain in class.  In the case of short quizzes, the student should take the quiz 

and report to the lesson afterward. 

3. It is the responsibility of the student to apprise him/herself of the material covered in the class he/she misses and to complete the 

homework assignments for that class. 

4.  Lessons are rotated through several periods in a way that minimizes their impact on any given class. 

 

SEPTA  EVENT 

 Please join us on Wednesday, November 20, 

 at 7:30 p.m. at the Garden City High School where Life's Worc of Mineola will make a presentation on 

"Bullying and the Special Needs Child." 

http://www.lifesworc.org/index.html


I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

NEW SYSTEM TO SCHEDULE  APPOINTMENT FOR PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 

 We are pleased to share that we are introducing in the Middle School the same web-based appointment scheduling program 

for Parent-Teacher Conferences as the High School. We invite you to participate in our Parent-Teacher Conferences.  On the Dis-

trict Calendar there are three dates (October 30th, November 4th, & November 5th) which have been set aside to offer you the op-

portunity for personal communication with your child’s teachers.  These dates will be scheduled on a first-come first-served basis.   

 Moreover, to fully accommodate the high number of parents requesting a conference, we have created an additional day of 

conference time for each academic team (English, math, social studies and science) over a three week period of time.  These dates are 

regular school days that have been placed aside for parent – teacher conferences. In this way, every parent will have an opportunity 

to meet with his/her child’s team teachers.  

 On these added days (noted below) parents will only have the opportunity to meet with teamed teachers.  All non-teamed 

teachers (world language, home and careers, technology, art, music, health and physical education) may only be seen on the district  

conference dates of October 30th, November 4th, & November 5th. 

 As in the past, appointments will be scheduled on a first come, first served basis using the on-line scheduling program, 

PTC Wizard.  As a first time parent user, you must first register and sign in to use the PTC Wizard program by entering 

your email address and a password you select.  If you registered previously, you do not need to do so again. The directions are 

available on the Middle school homepage: LOGIN:  http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/  

 Click on PARENT LOGIN CENTER under QUICK LINKS and look for the PTC Wizard icon and instructions. 

Please feel free to login to the PTC Wizard by using the link : LOGIN:https://gardencityms.ptcwizard.com/

authenticate/?redirect=none 

 Please follow the directions to create your account before the scheduling window opens. Once you have created 

your account, it is easy to schedule your appointments.  

 Appointments will be ten minutes in duration.  We ask that you honor this time limit so that teachers may meet with as 

many parents as possible.  

 Thank you for your cooperation. We look forward to seeing you! 

Team 6A -October  29 

Corcoran, Orrego, Wohlberg, 
Reeves  

Team 6B—November 6 

Reide, Petro, Hakes  

Team 6C—November 7 

Chase, Drogin, Tarazi 

Team 6D—November  12 
 
Shea, Fusci, Nardone, Donner  
 
 

Team 7A—November 13 
 
Cafaro, Menges, 
Heid, Burkett , Pappas  
 

Team 7B—November 14 
 
Fasulo, Fregosi, 
Zaccaro, Wilk,  Shaw  
 

Team 7C—November 18 
 
Aguilo, Bradshaw, Zaferiou, Daniels,  
Hatzichristos  

Team 8A—November 19 

Saltas, DeCillis, Czachor, Metz-
dorff  

 

Team 8B—November 20 

Zafiropoulos, Sheehan,          
Monastero, Wolk, Pollack  

Team 8C—November 21 

Feerick, Vitucci Castoro, McCartin,  
Pellettieri  
 
 

https://gardencityms.ptcwizard.com/authenticate/?redirect=none
https://gardencityms.ptcwizard.com/authenticate/?redirect=none
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THE STARFISH STORY 

 One day a man was walking along the beach when he noticed a boy picking something up and gently 

throwing it into the ocean. Approaching the boy, he asked, “What are you doing?” The youth replied, “Throwing 

starfish back into the ocean. The surf is up and the tide is going out. If I don’t throw them back, they’ll die.”  

 “Son,” the man said, “don’t you realize there are miles and miles of beach and hundreds of starfish? You 

can’t possibly make a difference!”  

 After listening politely, the boy bent down, picked up another starfish, and threw it back into the surf. As 

the starfish met the ocean, smiling at the man, the boy said, “I made a difference for that one.”  

             Top (from left): Keegan Baker, Melina Mendelson, Marylee Marigliano, Vinny Tumminello 

Bottom (from left) Robyn Weiner, Michele Ingoglia, Kady Berman 



The  guidance  

department  

GREETINGS FROM THE DIRECTOR’S CORNER! 

Dear Parents: 
 

I want to let you know that I work with a group of wonderful professionals in the middle school! I hope you had the op-

portunity to hear our guidance counselors speak at a recent PTA meeting where they introduced themselves and spoke 

about upcoming grade level activities and events.  Their candid and approachable manner should have reassured parents 

that they are the person to help navigate them and their children through the temperamental middle school years.  
 

Middle school years can indeed be very interesting. With cell phones, smart phones, Ipads, laptops, Twitter, Facebook, 

video games, etc, parents need to be on guard 24/7.  It is not always easy to monitor our children. With that said we may 

need to continually educate ourselves and keep the lines of communication open with our children.  Below is a link to help 

parents recognize the signs if your child is being cyberbullied.  Please take three minutes to review this link: http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcYK7A2JS1s   
 

Please know that if you should have any questions about your child’s academic or social/emotional progress, do not hesi-

tate to call your child’s counselor.  They have the knowledge and expertise to assist you.   
 

The counselors will be updating you throughout the year through Eblasts and at future PTA meetings.  We will also have 

“Parent Chats” scheduled for every grade level.  Please look out for your counselor’s emails. 
 

I  wish your child much success this year!  I  look forward to watching them grow and mature into young adulthood! 
 

With regards, 

Gina Christel 

Director of Guidance 

                     

      UNITY DAY 2013 

 

 

 

Top (from left): Keegan Baker, Gina Christel, Vinny Tumminello 

Bottom (from left) Robyn Weiner, Kady Berman, Marylee Marigliano, Michele Ingoglia, Jackie Sinto  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcYK7A2JS1s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcYK7A2JS1s


The  guidance  

department  

EIGHTH GRADE NEWS  

 Mrs. Robyn Weiner is thrilled to be joining the eighth grade students and parents for their last year at the Middle School. 

Eighth grade is an exciting year as students continue to be challenged academically as well as begin the transition into ninth grade.  

 The first few weeks of September were busy with scheduling changes, but now everyone’s schedule is going well and stu-

dents are enjoying their electives. Electives, both in the Middle School and High School, are a wonderful way to explore areas of in-

terest which can potentially lead to a career choice in the future.  

 It is still early in the year, but we have already begun planning how we can best transition your child to the High School. We 

will assist the students with this process beginning in late November. Students will meet with Mrs. Weiner in the computer lab to 

complete a career interest inventory from Guidance Direct. The results will help them as they begin to plan for their future.  

 A day time school assembly on January15th for 8th grade students will kick off the scheduling process. The High School 

Course Description book will be distributed and reviewed at the assembly. A parent/student evening meeting will be held on January 

16th at the High School. In addition, parents will be invited to attend informal “chats” with both Mrs. Weiner and the High School 

Counselor. Much more information will be shared as we get closer.  

 Students should be aware that their World Language, Earth Science, and Algebra class will be a part of their high school tran-

script and reported to colleges in the future. Students will receive one high school credit for successful completion of each of these 

classes and the final grade will be part of their High School grade point average. Earth Science and Algebra are advanced classes and 

teachers are closely monitoring each child’s progress. Some students are not developmentally ready for this high level class during 8th 

grade and may need to drop down to the next level during the school year.  

 Final averages in all core classes will be used to determine honors placement in the high school. Students with an average of 

92 or higher and a Regents exam/departmental assessment score of 90 or better in a subject area will be invited to enroll in the 9th 

grade honors level course. Where there is no Regents examination or department assessment score, the class average will be the sole 

criterion. Students with a class average of 90-91.99 will be reviewed for honors placement using an established skills set. The depart-

ment will conduct the review and submit a recommendation for placement. This review will be held at the end of the school year.  

 Please notify Mrs. Weiner at 478-3020 or weinerr@gcufsd.net if you have any questions or concerns. In addition, it is very 

important to let us know if there is any family issue which may be affecting your child.  

THE PARENT’S PLEDGE 

1. I will set a good example for my child. 

2. I will show my children I love them every day through words and physical affection. 

3. I will listen to my children and let them know I value what they say. 

4. I will praise my child’s accomplishments and efforts towards accomplishments. 

5. I will have realistic expectations for my children. I will allow them to make their own mistakes and learn from those 

experiences. 

6. I will avoid being too critical or focusing on my child’s shortcomings. 

7. I will encourage my child to meet new challenges and have new experiences. 

8. I will respect my children as individuals even if I don’t always agree with them. 

9. I will enjoy my children and make time to share interests and appreciate one another. 

10. I will love my children unconditionally. I will let them know they are lovable, worthwhile and valuable human       

beings.          (Reprinted from the Bureau for At-Risk Youth) 



The  guidance  

department  

SEVENTH GRADE NEWS 

 On September 3, the seventh graders were welcomed back to the start of a new school year.  At this time the excitement of 

the new year has subsided and students are entrenched in their studies. 

 This past month, Mrs. Ingoglia was a guest presenter in Ms. Economou’s Home & Careers classes to “kick off” the career 

exploration unit.  Students learned that the career process begins early and continues into adulthood.  Together the class explored the 

personal and external factors that influence career choices.  In the subsequent weeks ahead, students will learn how to write resumes 

and learn good interview skills.  Students will participate in goal setting and interest inventory classroom activities. 

 Parents should continue to encourage their child to get involved in school-related clubs and activities.  Opportunities for 

involvement are announced every school day and posted on the middle school website.   

 Seventh graders may be eligible for the National Junior Honor Society.  The criteria for this spring’s induction can be found 

in every student’s planner, on the middle school’s website, and in this edition of The Middle View. 

 Please feel free to contact Mrs. Ingoglia at ingogliam@gcufsd.net or 478-3020 if you have any concerns regarding your 7th 

grade child.    

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY  

 During the seventh grade opening day assembly, the National Junior Honor Society advisor, Mr. Camilleri, spoke to stu-

dents about membership requirements. Specific criteria and application procedures were reviewed with students, and they were 

informed that following the third quarter, those who qualify will receive an application to apply for membership. Students who meet 

the criteria will be asked to attend the induction ceremony scheduled for the evening of May 19, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. Additional infor-

mation can be found in the student planner or on the middle school website.  

WELCOME SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS 

 September 3rd was an exciting first day of school!  Our sixth grade students started 

their day with an assembly where they heard from our administrators, teachers, and guid-

ance counselor. 

 Sixth grade guidance counselor, Mr. Tumminello, welcomed new students to the 

middle school.  He will be their counselor for the next three years, following them through 

grade 8.  Mr. Tumminello is available to students for counseling and support.  He also con-

sults and works directly with parents, teachers, and administrators. 

 In order to better introduce sixth grade students to the aspects of our guidance 

department Mr. Tumminello has visited 6th grade classes.  Students were given an overview 

of the guidance program, how a counselor can help them, when/how to make an appoint-

ment , and information on topics with which a counselor can help. 

 During the year, sixth grade students will be meeting with Mr. Tumminello indi-

vidually.  They will discuss academic and middle school related topics including report card 

grades/comments, clubs and activities as well as any topics students would like to discuss.  

Mr. Tumminello is also available on an as needed basis to students and parents for aca-

demic, social, and emotional counseling. 

 Mr. Tumminello looks forward to getting to know his new class and their families!  

Please feel free to contact him at tumminellov@gcufsd.net or 478-3020 if you need assistance 

regarding your sixth grade child. 

Mr. Tumminello’s 
classroom presentation  

mailto:ingogliam@gcufsd.net


The guidance department 

WELCOME MR. BAKER! 

NEWS FROM THE SOCIAL WORKER  

 My name is Keegan Baker,  and I am the new school social worker for the Middle School 

replacing Noreen Bonagura who retired last year.  Part of my responsibility is to provide individ-

ual and group counseling to students, as well as to be a conduit between family and school.  As a 

social worker, I am a resource to students, family, and staff when meeting the ever-changing 

needs of middle school students. 

 Throughout the year, I will be helping facilitate a variety of character building activities 

in the school.  Some of these activities include Unity Day, HomeBase Team-Building Trivia 

Events, and Pay it Forward Day.  In October, the middle school participated in our first event 

called Unity Day.  Students, faculty, and family members throughout the entire district wore 

orange to take a stand against bullying.   During each lunch period, students from the High School 

club, Students Helping Students (SHS), visited the middle school to speak to youngsters about the 

importance of being an upstander.  The presentation included a special musical performance by 

senior Aidan McGovern, an icebreaker activity about different roles in bullying situations, and a visual display of inspirational anti-

bullying words of wisdom.  Students will be working with their HomeBase teacher to discuss ways they can actively take a role to stop 

bullying in and out of our schools. 

 Throughout the school year, I will be working alongside Ms. Greenwald to help train middle school students to be leaders in 

our school community.  Students will be selected by their HomeBase teacher and instructed in leadership and character education 

workshops.  Students will turnkey each presentation back to their HomeBase the following day.  If your child is interested in partici-

pating in the LEADERS program, please contact your child's HomeBase teacher by October 25th.  The LEADERS program is a won-

derful opportunity for me to get to know the entire middle school.  Besides meeting with kids during a variety of LEADERS meet-

ings, I will also be visiting home base classes throughout the year to have safety discussions on topics such as bullying, cyber bullying, 

internet safety, Instagram usage, and the importance of being an upstander.  Above all, my goal is to be a resource and aid to any stu-

dent, teacher, or parent in need of assistance.  My office is located in the guidance office, next to the main office, and I can be con-

tacted via email at bakerk@gcufsd.net 

MEET THE NEW SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST 

 My name is Kady Berman, and I am the new school psychologist for the 6th and 7th graders. I have had the wonderful oppor-

tunity of taking the position here after Dr. Nancy Mannion’s retirement this past June. I have had the pleasure of working in this 

school previously, as Dr. Melina Mendelson’s leave replacement for a portion of the 2012-2013 school-year. I am incredibly excited 

to be back in this building full-time, and I look forward to working with your children. 

 The role of the school psychologist is that of someone who wears many hats and takes on many roles. My favorite role is, of 

course, working directly with students in need. The psychologist works closely with students who may need the extra support of 

someone from the mental health team. The psychologist also works as a home-school liaison, often being one of the point people to 

help families and the school communicate how to best help the children. The psychologist is the main person in the building who 

oversees the special education programs and works with the staff to ensure that students with special needs are being appropriately 

supported in the classroom. The psychologist works to consult with the special education teachers to make sure that Individualized 

Educational Programs (IEP’s) are being implemented properly. The psychologist also works closely with general education teachers, 

providing consultation when students may be struggling with academic, social or behavioral issues. As a school psychologist, I work 

closely with the guidance staff and with our school social worker.  I am also a proud member of our Anti-Bullying Task Force, where 

staff come together to strategize and brainstorm ways to prevent and eliminate bullying. Should students or parents have any ques-

tions, please feel free to contact me. I can be reached via telephone 516-478-3020 or via e-mail at bermank@gcufsd.net.   

mailto:bermank@gcufsd.net
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TAKING STEPS TOWARD INDEPENDENCE  

As your child moves toward independence, they may be less likely to ask for your advice. Students will need to go through some trial 

and error to come up with the strategies most compatible with their learning style. And you'll want to encourage them to take respon-

sibility for their own school work. You can help her by monitoring homework, asking questions and helping her evaluate what works 

for them — and what doesn't. 

H E L P I N G  Y O U R  C H I L D  G E T  O R G A N I Z E D  

Provide a place to study. 

Help your child develop a system to keep track of important papers. 

Make sure your child has — and uses — a planner to keep track of assignments. 

Encourage your child to estimate how long each assignment will take. 

Help your child break big projects into smaller ones. 

Communicate with your child's teachers and school counselor. 

 

“ D I D  Y O U  D O  Y O U R  H O M E W O R K ? ”  

 Parents need to ask more questions than this one, teachers advise. How much should you help with homework? Monitor 

homework but remember it's your child's homework, not yours. You can help by asking questions that help guide your child to his own 

solutions. Some examples: 

What information do you need to do this assignment? 

Where are you going to look for it? 

Where do you think you should begin? 

What do you need to do next? 

Can you describe how you're going to solve this problem? 

How did you solve this problem? 

What did you try that didn't work? 

Why does this answer seem right to you? 

 
T E L L  M E  M O R E  A B O U T  T H I S  P A R T :  S t u d y i n g  f o r  t e s t s  

 Studying for tests is a skill. For struggling students, it's a mystery.  Parents can help their children manage their time and at-

tention, which means turning of the cell phone, the TV and the iPod. 

Some tips to remember in helping your child: 

Rereading isn't the same as learning. 

People are productive at different times of day. 

Sometimes we just have to memorize. 

Help your child make the most of his time. 

Make sure your child knows the basics. 

Look for other sources of support. 

Reflect on what works. 

Help your child de-stress. 
            (www.greatschools.org) 



The guidance department 

GOOD TEEN HYGIENE 

When it comes to teen hygiene, what do you need to discuss with your kids? Here's a rundown.  

 

1. Showering. "Most elementary school kids don't shower every day, and they don't need to," says Tanya Remer Altmann, MD, 

a pediatrician and author of Mommy Calls and The Wonder Years. But she says that once puberty hits, daily showering becomes essen-

tial. Recommend that they use a mild soap and concentrate on the face, hands, feet, underarms, groin, and bottom. Washing under 

the fingernails is key, too.  

2. Washing hair. Discuss the pros and cons of daily hair washing. Some teens may prefer to skip days to prevent their hair from 

drying out. Others may want to wash their hair daily -- especially if they have oily hair, which can both look greasy and aggravate 

acne.  

3. Using deodorant or antiperspirant. Your kid has always had plenty of working sweat glands. But when puberty hits, the 

glands become more active and the chemical composition of the sweat changes, causing it to smell stronger. When you or your kid 

begin to notice it, using deodorant or an antiperspirant should become part of their daily teen hygiene.  

4. Changing clothes. Before puberty, your kid might have gotten away with wearing the same shirt -- or even the same under-

wear and same socks -- day after day without anyone noticing. After puberty, that won't fly. Get your teen to understand that along 

with showering, wearing clean clothes each day is an important part of teen hygiene. Point out that cotton clothes may absorb 

sweat better than other materials.  

ATTENDANCE: A KEY TO YOUR CHILD’S SUCCESS  
        (Reprinted from The Parent Institute)  

 Research shows that children who are in school most of the time do better on standardized tests. 

Studies also show that kids who are absent more often score lower on standardized tests. Being late for 

school hurts a child’s learning, too. A student who is ten minutes late every day will miss 30 hours of 

instruction during the year. Children can copy notes or make up an assignment, but they can never get 

back what’s most important: the discussions, the questions, the explanations by the teacher and the think-

ing that makes learning come alive.  

 Your child’s success in school depends on having a solid educational background- one that can only be gained through 

regular school attendance. Schools are responsible for teaching your child. But schools can’t do their job if your child is absent. 

Learning builds day by day. A child who misses a day of school misses a day of learning.  

 

Here’s How You Can Improve Your Child’s School Attendance:  

Talk with your child about why it’s important to attend school regularly.  

Avoid scheduling family trips or doctor appointments during school.  

Make sure your child stays healthy by eating nutritious food and getting enough sleep and exercise.  

Don’t accept excuses for why your child “must” miss or be late for school.  



The guidance department 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR’S SOCIETY GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA 
 

Membership applications are mailed home after the end of the third marking period, 

students who are invited to join have satisfied the following criteria: 

 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS  

GRADE POINT AVERAGE "GPA"  

 

Students in seventh grade must have a "Solid" GPA of 92 (not subject to "rounding") or above in each of the 

three consecutive quarters, Q1 seventh grade, Q2 seventh grade, and Q3 seventh grade. All graded courses 

count (except PE) for the average. There is no weighting of accelerated courses.  

 

Students in eight grade must have a "Solid" GPA of 92 (not subject to "rounding) or above in each of the 

three consecutive quarters, Q3 seventh grade, Q4 seventh grade and Q1 eighth grade  

 

Students may not receive less than an 85 in each of the four core subjects (math, science, English, social stud-

ies) and World Language (Spanish, French, Italian, German) in any of the three consecutive quarters.  

 

Students may not receive a failing grade in any subject in any of the three consecutive quarters. 

  

SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS  

While nearly every GCMS special education student undertakes the standard NYS curriculum and fully qualifies for NJHS member-

ship, in the exceptional instances when the standard curriculum is not taught, the student may not qualify for admission to the NJHS. 

*These exceptional cases will be reviewed by the NJHS Faculty Advisory Committee in accord with NJHS requirements  

 

SUSPENSION  

Students who have been suspended may not be admitted to the NJHS . 

 

Membership will be revoked from students who have been suspended in or out of school while in the NJHS . 

 

DETENTION  

Students who have received three or more detentions during the three consecutive quarters will not be admitted to the NJHS . 

Membership will be revoked from students who receive three or more detentions during their membership.  

 

CHARACTER  

Students caught cheating in the year of admittance will not be admitted to the NJHS  

Membership will be revoked from students caught cheating  

Students must be respectful to teachers, administrators and students  

Significant teacher concerns regarding a student’s character will be taken into consideration by the committee  

All input on a student’s character must be documented and forwarded to the committee for review.   
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NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR’S SOCIETY GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA (CONTINUED) 
 

SCHOOL ACTIVITY  

Applicants must participate in one (1) school related activity. This activity does not have to be a sport.  

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE  

Three (3) hours of community service activity is required.  

Community service may be accomplished through a school affiliated club. Examples of clubs are Key Club, Student Council, Environ-

mental Club, SADD, and the Anti-Bias Club.  

 

If students choose this option, in order to meet the community service requirement, students must be actively involved in one of the 

above school activities. This means they must attend three or more meetings.  

 

Students may also meet their requirement by volunteering at a school event.  

 

Paid activities are not acceptable – ex. babysitting, tutoring, etc.  

 

Students may also complete their community service requirement through a legitimate charitable organization, for example, American 

Cancer Society, Ronald McDonald House, etc.  

 

Forms will be distributed to students to be filled out by the advisor of each club offering community service opportunities. Students 

must write a paragraph explaining what they did and what it meant to them.  

 

Verification forms will be distributed to student applicants. The forms will require a contact phone number and a signature from a 

representative of the charitable organization. Students will also be required to write a brief essay to be submitted with their applica-

tion. This essay must describe what charitable activity they completed, and what it meant to them and their community.  

 

If any part of the application is missing, it will be returned to the student for completion and submission prior to the stated application 

deadline.  

 

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION  

Teacher recommendation forms will be distributed to the teachers of each applicant. They are to be filled out and returned to the 

committee. Every single one of the child’s teachers will receive this recommendation sheet for review.  

 

The contents of teacher recommendations will not be shared with parents and students.  

 

***Applications must be on time. Late applications will not be accepted. Responsibility is important for each applicant.  

 

 

 

~Mr. J.P.Camilleri 

Adviser, National Junior Honor Society 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

                                     CUPCAKES, COOKIES, BROWNIES GALORE! 

 On October 31, the Garden City Middle School Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) will be having a 

Halloween Bake Sale.  The event will take place during all lunch periods outside the cafeteria.  The 

money raised from the bake sale will help support some of the club’s special events (ex. Anti-Bullying 

Expo, Anti-Bullying Egg Hunt, etc).  In addition, a portion of the proceeds will be used towards char-

ity.  Please contact Ms. Greenwald if your child is interested in donating baked goods for the sale. 

                                                                                   CALLING ALL UPSTANDERS 

 Does your child want to be an upstander at Garden City Middle School?  If so, the Anti-

Bullying Club is the perfect club for your child.  The group will develop a variety of activities throughout 

the year to promote an awareness of bullying.  Activities include bake sales, field trips, contests, movies, 

and special events (ex. Anti-Bullying Expo).  The group meets every Monday in the library from 3:30-

4:00 pm.  New and returning members are always welcome!  Please contact Ms. Greenwald for more 

information.  

 

WAY TO GO! 

 Garden City Middle School continues to be among the Highest Achieving Middle Schools on the New York State 

Assessments (combined English and math) in New York State.  In 2010 – 2011 the middle school was ranked first on Long 

Island; in 2011-2012 the middle school was again ranked first on Long Island; and in 2012 – 2013, the middle school was 

ranked third on Long Island.  Grade 7 was ranked #1 in English Language Arts  and math!  Read more at http://

www.schooldigger.com. 

http://employers-lawyer.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/No-Texting-While-Driving-Label-LB-1548.gif


 The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

THE GCMS LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR QUIET WORK 

BEGINNING AT 7:30 AM  

 

  The Lightning Catcher 
By Anne Cameron 
 

Any kid who has dreamed of having magical powers will want to follow the 

thrilling story of Angus, an ordinary boy who discovers he is a Storm 

Prophet. That means Angus can predict and control extreme weather! 

 

While learning about his powers at the Perilous Exploratorium for Weather 

and Vicious Storms on the island of Imbur, Angus finds out his parents are 

also far from ordinary. His mom and dad are Lightening Catchers—and 

they’ve been kidnapped. 

  

It’s up to Angus, with the help of two friends with magical abilities of their 

own, to rescue them. 

  

      

 

  Above the World 
By Jenn Reese 
  
Thirteen-year-old Aluna has lived her entire life under the ocean with the 

Coral Kampii in the City of Shifting Tides. But after centuries spent hidden 

from the Above World, her colony’s survival is at risk. 

 

The Kampii’s breathing necklaces are failing, but the elders are unwilling to 

venture above water to seek answers. Only headstrong Aluna and her friend 

Hoku are stubborn and bold enough to face the terrors of land to search for 

way to save their people. But can Aluna’s fierce determination and fighting 

skills and Hoku’s tech-savvy keep them safe? 

 

Set in a world where overcrowding has led humans to adapt — growing tails 

to live under the ocean or wings to live on mountains — here is a ride 

through a future where greed and cruelty have gone unchecked, but the loy-

alty of friends remains true. 


